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medical degree in 1805. He soon after settled in Keene, where he ever 
afterwards resided, and in a very short time rose to eminence in his profession. 
He has received repeated proposals to accept of a professorial chair, which he 
has always declined. He has often been elected president of the New Hamp¬ 
shire State Medical Society, and was an associate of the Philadelphia College 
of physicians. He was a prominent member of the National Convention 
which adopted the constitution of the National Medical Association, took an 
active part in its first organization, and he evinced a lively interest in its ob¬ 
jects and its success. 

Although never the occupant of a professorial chair, and having never 
made a book, he has done much for the usefulness and respectability of his 
profession. For forty years he has continually had students about him, often 
amounting to a considerable class; and he has done much, by his precepts and 
his example, to give them eminence in their profession, and to make them 
blessings to the communities which have afterwards surrounded them. 

Such was the estimation in which he was held by his professional brethren, 
and by the community, that for a long time he can hardly be said to have 
had a professional rival in a very wide region about him. This pre-eminence 
resulted from a just estimate of his character—of those elements which, to¬ 
gether, constitute a good and great physician. His characteristics were can¬ 
dour, frankness, sincerity, and beneficence, united with a strong judgment, an 
unspotted and unsuspected integrity, and sentiments that did not suffer him 
to stoop to anything mean or sordid. He possessed a clear and vigorous intel¬ 
lect, which he never ceased to cultivate, thus keeping himself well acquainted 
with all the resources of the healing art, and with the progress of its im¬ 
provement. 

Although he had great experience and eminent success as an operator, 
which is sometimes the chief, if not the sole, foundation of professional re¬ 
nown, this was far from being the chief claim to his distinction. It was his 
quick perception—ever awake to a scrutinizing observation—his extraordinary, 
almost infallible sagacity in deciphering, disentangling and analyzing the 
symptoms of difficult, obscure, and uncommon cases of disease; his just appre¬ 
ciation of the powers of nature, or of the human constitution, and his thorough 
knowledge of remedial agents. In these respects he has left no one superior, 
if he had any equal. Sint semper tales. II. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Malignant Tumour of eight or ten gears standing, cured after two gears hg a 
strict diet of bread and milk. —Dr. II. J. Bowdiice has communicated to the 
Charleston Medical Journal (Nov., 1849), a case which he considers to be of this 
description. The subject of it was the iate Dr. Twitchell, of New Hampshire, 
one of the most noted surgeons of New England. The following is the medi¬ 
cal history of his life as given by Dr. B.:— 

“1st. Carcinoma lias appeared in his family. His grandmother died of can¬ 
cer of the mamma; his sister of a scirrhous pylorus. These are all the data of 
his hereditary tendencies that bear upon our main topic. 

2d. In very early life, Dr. T. was in delicate health. As a youth, he was 
stronger nnd.wns among the foremost in all athletic sports. While at college 
he became dyspeptic; had icterus, with enlarged liver, &c.; subsequently, he 
passed gall-stones. Whilst pursuing the studies of his profession he began to 
suffer from asthma, and for about 20 years was very much subject to violent 
attacks of it, causing orthopncea, &c. During ail this period, he ate animal 
food very freely, three times daily, and digested it easily, whereas vegetable 
food caused dyspeptic difficulties. Being induced, owing to a severe acne of 
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1!“° j??’ to abandon [his course, he gavo up, for nine years, tho use of meat 
1 rom the period at which he first abandoned meat, he has never had an attack 
and off?’ ?r Dr ’ T ’ COnsiders tl,eso fa cts related to each other as cm.se 
vont. L IV , Io l r 1 eover » ve gotnblc food was soon easily borne. After tho nine 
0 « vegetable regimen, he began gradually to resume the use of the milder 
om i t? f " od ’ 8u ? h a8 poultry and somewhat of the more solid meat* 

until two yenrs since, when he commenced tho very rigid diet, which will be 

• ecTof ?his W SZr e "p- e n h 8 l0 ,? 1 disc “ c -. wh!ch » the more immediate ot 
r , I' P« r - * u 'ully, I will state, as indicative, perhaps, of tho tenden¬ 
cies of the cutaneous system to morbid action, that about four years ago lie had 
a papular eruption lasting six weeks, and, likewise, that very many years a'o 
th ° 8CalP ’ Which d -P.—r underlie use of 

object o? snns z £ 

as'bi??? t l<! mt ? rn: , 1 an V le of . the r, K ht ®y°- When first noticed, it was about 
ns large as a mustard seed, and not painful, lie occasionally touched it and 
ad some suspicion that it might eventually prove to be of a malignant charac- 
*; • ^ was imbedded in the substance of the cutis, and from the first seemed 
very slowly to augment in size. At times he thought he felt some lancinatinrr 
pmns in it, which radiated to the brow. It, however, did not interfere with the 
functions of the lachrymal ducts, &c. About 1843 the tumour had become 
nearly as large as a pon, and a tondcncy to tho formation of a scab was ob- 

untill 84 . "? T ind ? Cd ‘° tr y so ™ *°cal applications, andfrequcntlvj 
unt. 184.0, used ‘Jenmng’s Ointment.’ This would remove the scab and 

?? ? | hr,, ° 8,aaI1 lob °s, from which exuded a little purulent fluid. At first 
the morbid growth seemed lessened by this and other milder applications but 
no permanent effect was produced. At times the discharge ceased, but only- to 
return again, and the tumour gradually lost its tri-lobed aspect. It was at this 
period quite conspicuous to every bystander. 1 

•;Vf a9t ’ 1 ? 5 ,' f)r - Geo - Hayward," of this city, removed the major part of it 
r,li 1 n *T ? ' ,V' r a fd,or , t tlmn ’ tl,c wound seemed doing well; but finally 
it (hd not heal, and two months afterwards it was operated on again, and nitrate 

local 'naha* 8 h , owever ’ been ex^eri'enced much 

‘ „ P , i i 1 C doe l? or seated, less transitory, and radiated towards the 
brow and cheek. Sometimes it was severe enough to awaken him at no-lit 
and was worse usually after long rides. ^ * 

The applications during 184G-7 wore chiefly of a very simple character-cold 
cream, preparations of zinc, &c., and once the iodide of lead. All nctive ap¬ 
plications caused inflammation of the conjunctiva. The tumour continued to 
augment slightly, and in the spring of 1847 it presented to my eye a decidedly 
malignant appearance. It was an ulcer about the size of the kq> of the finger 
with ragged, hard, elevated edges, nnd the irritation from the discharge caused 
the patient frequently to apply his handkerchief to the part. A ?igh h 
caused a gluing of the lids and a discharge on the side of the nose lccr- 
tainly be loved, and Dr. T. tells me that he thought, at that time, that tho dis¬ 
ease would gradually augment and mvolye the eye—and he had determined if 
necessary to have this organ extirpated. His general health, as it has been 
already stated, continued good; but, when not actively emploved, the mind was 
somewhat depressed at the prospect before him. At the meeting of the Amcri- 
“ ' lcal Association m Philadelphia, May, ’47, he consulted several of the 
eminent men whom he met. I believe, I may say, that all regarded it ns a 

W,l „ n °r a ?° St 8cr ‘ ous n aturc, although some thought it might be cured by- 
local applications, and others advised a further operation. " 

Dr. T. returned home discouraged, and he decided to give up all use of medi- 

diot m s ?? n V r of e f. ternaI applications, but to try a course of tho most rigid 
diet. Starting from a theory that malignant diseases arise from the fact that 
L? . T Uch , ca . r ,?" mt0 our system, he determined to live, from that time, 
b- ead and milk diet, and if, at the end of some months, he did not find 
any duninutmn m the disease he still determined to use nothing but bread and 
ater. Since his return from Philadelphia he has strictly adhered to the bread 
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and milk. Ho has used three times daily from giv to =vi of cream or the 
richest milk, and same quantity of either white or brown bread. lie continues 
that diet still. 

The results, upon the local disease, have been as follows:—The pains in the 
part were lessened almost immediately. The purulent discharge very soon 
began to lessen, and in two or three months, it was evident that the disease 
was not augmenting. During the following winter the improvement was more 
decided. In the spring of 1848, being obliged to ride over dusty roads, to great 
distances, the eye was more irritated. Nevertheless, he felt, and his friends 
assured him, that the diseased part was really lessening and tending towards a 
cure. .Since that period a steady improvement has taken place. The ulcerated 
mass, which was so perceptible to me two years since, has wholly gone, and 
now (August, 1849) I can discover no difference between the angles of the two 
eyes, save that in the right one there is a minute white spot, about a line in 
diameter, looking like a cicatrix. It is not harder than the adjacent parts and 
had I not known of the existence of previous disease, I should not have noticed 
even this. There is no discharge, no pains, and a perfect cure seems to have 
been accomplished of a disease that had been existing for about ten years in a 
patient aged 08 years. 

The effects of this rigid diet upon the constitution, as a whole, are interesting. 

In his mental estate, Dr. T. tliinks ho has been much less irritable than when 
ho was omnivorous. 

He had, at one time, an attack of vertigo (to which, however, he has been 
always liable), and, finding that lie was growing corpulent under the diet, he 
for a time, took less of it. 

lie lias always been as strong as when indulging in a more generous diet. 

IIo has been able to breathe better, having had less tendency to dyspnoea. 

Ilis digestion has been good, but with a slight tendency to costiveness. 

His organs of circulation have been unaffected. 

Renal excretion, for years, a little disturbed, as is not unfrequently the case 
in ncrNons of his age. 

l'inally, Dr. T. presonts to my mind the picture of a hale, robust man, in 
perfect health, so far ns one can perceive, and but slightly touched by the influ¬ 
ence of his many years of honorable and successful labour. 

Deflections upon Dr. T.’s case .—The most important topic involved in the fore¬ 
going record is the restoration to health from what seemed to be malignant dis¬ 
ease, and that this result followed the strict diet of bread and milk for two 
years. 

Second. Tlio cessation of asthmatic difficulties, after they had troubled the pa¬ 
tient for twenty years, and that this cure likewise followed the change of diet, 
from an almost strictly animal diet to one quite the reverse, viz., strictly vege¬ 
table. 6 

Third. Some readers may ask if these two cures are not merely examples of 
the ‘post-hoc;’ and tlioy may deny that there is any complete evidence of 
the ‘propter hoc.’ I consent to the doubt, for it has entered my own mind. 
Nevertheless, if they are inero coincidences, they arc pregnant with important 
suggestions. I confess that, in my own practice, I have never met with anv 
cases so significant of the power that diet, simply and heroically used, has to 
reorganize a man. 

Fourth. Dr. T.’s case becomes interesting ns an evidence of the power of a 
man to subject his body to strict rule. In this epicurean age, it is quite re¬ 
freshing to find one who ‘cats to live, and docs not live to eat.’ A worthy 
professional brother of this city said, when the case was related to him, ‘ft 
might certainly be a question whether life were desirable under such a regi¬ 
men 1’ I honour a hero wherever I find him, and the heroism of Dr. T.,'in 
undertaking and pursuing this course so long, merely in consequence of a 
theory, excites in me the greatest delight. In this skeptical, unbelieving era, 1 
like to see any one having faith. Whether the theory was correct or not, it 
matters little—the fixed will of its follower arouses my enthusiasm; and this 
brings me to another topic of interest. 

Fifth. The theory which governed Dr. T.—was it correct? I confess that I 



272 


American Intelligence. 


[July 


am unahle to solve the question; I merely suggest it. Some, whom I consider 
as our ablest animal chemists, think that it was by the process of starvation 
“annntl'n*h b ? Lleb ' S ,’ ,h ^ the cure was wrought. It seems to me that this 
cannot bo the true explanation—for l)r. T. has always been stout, and it will be 
remembered that at one time he actually gained flesh under tho diet!” 

Successful Ligature of the Femoral Artery for Wound of the Anterior Tibial.— 
n io-m‘ VETT ’ of P‘?'. lb V r y> Conn -- records in the New York Journ. Med. 
(March, 18o0), a case of this in a middle-aged farmer who accidentally wounded 
himself with a sharp-pointed, narrow-bladcd pocket-knife. The k'nifo pene- 

1 eg ab °r ‘ l T. 0 ,ncbes bolow the knee-joint, passing between the tibia 
and fibula, wounding the artery immediately below where it passes the interos- 
ll g amcut - He hied rather profusely; but a physician being near at 
hand, the wound was merely brought together and secured by adhesive plaster 
and bandage without any suspicions in regard to the true nature of the case. 
Ihe result of course was an aneunsmal tumour, pulsating violently, and when 

t r ° m r d blc ? dl PS furiously, b’his was his condition two 

weeks after the reception of the injury the time Dr. B. was called to see him. 

o' lS tn , cd “ n tbc floral artery, but could not be so applied as to bo 
borne by the patient, and at tho end of a week was abandoned, and the femora! 
artery was tied in the usual manner and at the usual place. The Ii"-aturc came 

hi™limb 110 30t ’ liay ’ anJ thC patient rccovere d> regaining the perfect use of 

Tumour of the left Ovarium successfully removed by the large Ah- 
dominal Sutton.— Dr. W. H. Van Bcrejt records in the New York Journal of 
Med,cine (March, ISoO) a case of this kind. The subject of it was 21 vears 
of age, and had never menstruated. Five years ago she first perceived a small, 
hard, movable lump in the lower part of the belly, on the left side, which slowly 
increased in size, approaching meanwhile the median line, and causing an ap¬ 
pearance externally of gradual enlargement of the abdomen. In three years 

l; 1; .,' ( " Cre ,T ed \° ' tS V rGS ^ t and since then, she is of opinion that ft has 
not materially enlarged. About this period, however, owing apparently to tho 
pressure applied to the abdomen by her mode of dressing—with a view-of con¬ 
cealing its unsightly prominence—she began to be troubled by a protrusion from 
t “° ^hich was now a source of excessive annoyance; so that witli the 

mortification caused by the abdominal enlargement, and the annoyance of the 
protrusion, which interfered with her walking, she was determined to submitto 
any means that promised relief She was a young woman of fine appearance, 
and a recent opportunity which had offered of changing her mode o/lifo con- 
tributed also to induce her to seek for aid. 

Iler general health had always been excellent, and her family rather remark¬ 
able for vigour of constitution, to which she was apparently no exception. 

On examination, Dr. A an 11. found the abdominal cavity occupied by alaree 
uniformly hard, spherical tumour, about the size of the head of an adult “it 
occupied the centre of the belly, and was exceedingly movable. In fact it 
could be turned almost entirely over on its own axis, in attempting to roll it 
from one side of the abdomen to the other. The hands could bo readily passed 
under the tumour on every side, when the patient was lying on her back, and 
it cou d thus be lifted as it were, from its bed. It lav, ordinarily, in contact 
with the symphysis pubis, but the fingers could be insinuated beneath it on this 
aspect, without difficulty, and it could be forced upwards at least four inches 
from the pubes. Between the thighs lay the inverted vagina, and the uterus 
in a state of complete procidentia, forming a tumour, which protruded more 
than four inches Irom the vulva. At the most dependent point of this tumour 
was, of course, the os uteri, into which I>r. Van B. introduced a female cathe¬ 
ter, which penetrated to the distance of five and three-quarter inches belbre it 
came in contact with the fundus of the organ. 

The tumour presented neither the ordinary shape nor feel of an uterus in a 

* Animal Chemistry, Cambridge ed. p. So. 1842. 
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state of procidentia; it communicated to the fingers the idea of a long fibrous 
cylinder, about an inch in diameter. The os was perfectly healthy and natu¬ 
ral in appearance, and contained some of the transparent and glutinous secre¬ 
tion of the follicles of the cavity of the cervix.* 

On grasping the uterus as it lay between the thighs firmly with one hand, 
whilst with the other the abdominal tumour was pushed as far and firmly as 
possible upwards towards the diaphragm, no impulse could be recognized as 
communicated by one hand to the other; and at the time, when the^ greatest 
amount of force was applied, the two hands were fully eight inches distant 
from each other, thus affording fair demonstration that the attachments of the 
tumour to the uterus were susceptible of considerable elongation, which cir¬ 
cumstance, taken in connection with the extreme mobility of the tumour, ren¬ 
dered it almost certain that the pedicle by which it was attached to the uterine 
apparatus was both long and slender. tVhen the uterus was restored to its 
normal position, the lower edge of the tumour was distinctly felt from the va¬ 
gina, and its probable connection with the left ovary recognized. This was 
confirmed by the origin of the tumour in the left iliac region, and by the result 
of a rectal examination in the upright position, by which means a knobbed pro¬ 
jection from the tumour was distinguished, which was supposed to be the left 
ovary. 

The state of the case and also the risks of a surgical operation having been can¬ 
didly stated to the patient, she expressed her willingness to incur any risk for 
the prospect of relief. 

The evident absence of any extensive connection of this solitary tumour with 
any of the abdominal viscera, its apparently purely fibrous character, and the 
absence of all suspicion of anything carcinomatous in its nature, together with 
the excellent constitution, and quiet, determined character exhibited by the pa¬ 
tient, induced Dr. Van B. to think very favourably of acceding to her request, 
and of submittig her to an operation. ’ Her opinion that the tumour had not 
increased in size since the appearance of the proddenta uteri, he satisfied him¬ 
self was fallacious. The efforts she employed to compress her abdomen within 
moderate dimensions, had evidently forced the tumour more into the cavity of 
the pelvis, and in so doing had extruded its natural contents, whilst the en¬ 
largement of the abdomen was apparently arrested. From the gradual increase 
in the size of her dresses, it was only too evident that the disease was stcadily 
growing. 

The patient was confined to a diet of bread and water for a week, and two 
doses of oil given. The operation was performed at 1 P. 31., Nov. 1st. The 
patient, who had not been allowed to eat anything for five hours previously, was 
rendered insensible by the inhalation of chloroform, in an adjoining apart¬ 
ment, and immediately before commencing the inhalation, she was requested to 
empty her bladder as perfectly as possible, her pulse at this time, as before, 
was 70. It was about Go when she was placed upon the table, nor did it 
vary materially from this rate, or in quality, during the hour and fifteen 
minutes that she was kept under the full influence of the antesthetic; for she 
was not allowed to suffer the slightest pain, until some minutes after she was 
again replaced in bed, after the completion of the operation, the dressing, and 
the changing of her clothing. 

After carefully, replacing the uterus and vagina in their natural position, Dr. 
Van 11. made an incision on the linea alba ten inches in length, and cut care¬ 
fully down to the peritoneum, tying or twisting all the vessels that gave blood, 
in order that as little as possible should escape into its cavity. This incision, 
after opening the peritoneum, and slitting it upwards and downwards with a 
probe-pointed bistoury to the full extent of the external wound, it was 
necessary to prolong fully two inches before the tumour, with some efi'ort, 
could be forced through it. At this moment it was found that the omentum 
was adherent to the superior surface of the tumour, over a space as large as 

• The whole tumour could be readily reduced into the cavity of the pelvis, where it 
would remain ns long as the patient preserved the horizontal position,but as soon as she 
rose to her feet, it would come down again. 
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T” hand ' Tbl! ? was q u 'ckly detached, the scalpel being carried as 
t„m C y as .P°89ible to the periphery of the tumour; three vessels of the omen 
•in? ,| r , e „ q “? ed - h .S atures 7 -of which both ends were cut off close to the knot 
and the remaining portions returned to take their clinnce in the cavitv of the 

LtEn fact?f X n i U fV l deta i Cl r d ’ th ° P r di . de ° f the tum0,lr found, 
and attorn.?,.;i Ti * h 1 V. .? ^“ent of the uterus, singularly elongated 
: T i " as detached from the tumour, still cottin"-eloso to its 
surface, and tying five arteries of eonsideral.ic size ns they were divided The 
X I “ Ce ° n tbe t T no , ur ’ left b.v the division of this solitary attachment to 
I ’ “ e ?? ured . a half inch hy two and a half inches. The tumour beintr 

near to“te T fimhriate C d‘ C n e ; !°”! 8 ' X ? chcs '? ! en S th w>‘h five ligatures attached 
near to its fimbriated extremity, and containing palpably the Fallopian tube in 

nclut *fte Sue' FnT a v? S th r gb thC "°" n < 1 U was proposed to 
dlvidinc carcfidK-dlfe ™ a sohtaiy ligature, removing the distal portion, and 
„ ? i - 10 peritoneum on the uterine side of the ligature in order 

to avoid strangulation—thus substituting one ligature for fivf This Te 

wit dl, toe' T noi 0 n n t e ’ Xt S,® fi “ bri ? ted extremity o/the Fallopian tube, together 
aw y if he n , Chm ° n • “ f ^ tumour tu ‘be broad‘ligament, w^ cut 

OTat^'and fuudu P s ?f lhe r T a ' ntn8 therc .' t " a , n ? trace of an ovary. The right 
S', 'undus of the uterus appeared to be in a normal condition. 

Hie omentum was now replaced and the wound closed by the introduction 
of seven full-sued “Carlsbad insect pins” at equal intervL around tvl ich 
bach’ ai ?trins S of i ’ n dh ° f S ° ft ] COarse darnin S cotton, as recommended by Dieffen- 

j*^“ias»-sSxs «fe2sr22. , y 

usuaUy s0 troublesome, was not observable. The tumour was tl\ce 
in c?cu?ference On’it 11 W ? sh ® d Se ™° P °- Unds and “ensured 23 inches 

ZnJf'XT" WaS very dense, permeated by some laroe venous sb 

nu,es, and apparently well supplied with blood-vessels, some of winch retaining 
heir contents, made vascular patches on the cut surface “otherwise i s 00 "?? 

ae th0 or an ve e s7cTe W toe°l d e ea 0 d f Whit °- "T and * bere thi cit sXe^m'itte 

knife? 1 “ f TCry SDmU pea - was to be seen laid open by the 

°f jul 0 ®' b ™a® of ^he™umour! ° f *" tUm ° Ur - 6ati6fied 

uneasy sensations and dragging pains in the pelvis, and experienced a stronn- 
d ;‘n P0 !! ° n , t0 bend th , e body forwards in walking. The mucous linin ' of the va” 
vi,?nVl„ aS ,°' e ' >m r' V ' at P rola P sed around the vulva, in conscquenceof the pre- 
vious elongation °f .ts connections. Dr. Van ii. introduced into the va -ina a 

enabkfthTp U at 0 ie? C to~ y * inCheS in diameter ’ whicb reIiered tbe Pam and 
Dr. Van B. says that five operations for the removal of abdominal tumours 
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have now been done in New York, of which three of them, never recorded, ter¬ 
minated fatally from peritonitis, and two, one by Dr. D. L. Rogers, and the 
above, successfully. 

Tubal Pregnancy , with Rupture of the Fallopian Tube. The following in¬ 
teresting example of this is recorded by Dr. W. C. Horlbeck, in the Charleston 
Medical Journal for May last. 

The subject of it, a respectable married woman, had been perfectly well up to 
the moment of her attack, at G P. M. 22d, which was preceded by nothing 
premonitory, nor any over exertion. She was all at once seized with a violent 
pain in the lower part of her back and abdomen, after a sensation as of some¬ 
thing dropping into the stomach. The surface of the body was cold, covered 
with a damp sweat, and the complexion perfectly pallid; there were occasional 
sighings, with a small, feeble and indistinct pulse. Her state of consciousness 
was much impaired, being in that imperfect condition of re-animation that is 
seen in persons recovering from fainting; so she was unable exactly to describe 
her feelings, but complained of general abdominal tenderness, referred particu¬ 
larly to the uterine region, and which was increased by pressure on that part. 
There was sickness of stomach and some attempts to vomit, with much restless¬ 
ness and throwing herself from side to side. Under the impression that the 
counter-stimulant effects of her sufferings prevented action, to relieve her suf¬ 
ferings and equalize excitement a decided dose of morphine was administered, 
with directions to repeat it, and irritating agents directed to the skin. Iler 
husband informed him that she had been pregnant but once, had not miscarried, 
had always been a healthy woman, had been married about two years, bail 
weaned her child about one year old, seven days previously, and that she had 
menstruated three or four times since its birth, and had been a little so two 
days previously, but the quantity was less than usual. At daylight, on 23d, 
visited her, and found her face completely blanched, with an eye expressive of 
suffering, difficult to describe, surface cold, pulse fluttering, general abdominal 
tenderness and puffing, no tympanites; she spoke little, and was incapable of 
giving a satisfactory account of her symptoms. A large blister was applied 
over the abdomen and morphine repeated, which gave her some relief. At 12 
A.M., her face was a little flushed, skin somewhat warmer, the heart labouring, 
but the pulse at the extremities not corresponding; imperfect reaction. At 4 
P.M., similar condition as in the morning, it was difficult to rouse her, and she 
had one dark stool: stimulants ordered. At 9 P.M., sensibly weaker, abdomen 
distended, apparently moribund. 24th. She had passed a restless night, throw¬ 
ing herself from side to side, pulse indistinct and then capable of being felt, 
occasional heat and oppression in precordial region. In this condition she 
lingered until 10 P.M., fifty-two hours from the commencement of her attack. 

Being doubtful as to the character of the disease, an autopsy was requested, 
and took place six hours after death. No ecchymosis in depending parts, 
usually seen after sudden death. On cutting into the abdomen an escape of 
blood took place, and my father then informed Dr. "Wragg, who was present, 
that he was under the impression it would turn out to be a rupture of the Fallo¬ 
pian tube, from tubal pregnancy. On opening the abdomen, a large quantity of 
blood was discovered, tilling up the interstices of intestinal convolutions, but 
more abundantly occupvingJthe pelvic region. 

The coagula and fluid blood, amounting to three quarts, bein^ removed, the 
Fallopian tubes were examined, and a small rent found in the Fallopian tube 
near the uterus, of a size so small to be barely capable of admitting a crow’s 
quill. The uterus and its appendages were removed, and on dissection pre¬ 
sented the following appearances:— 

The uterus was two or three times its natural size. The os tinem patulous, 
its parietes much thickened, and the internal cavity, of twice its natural size, 
was coated by a reddish exudation of some consistence, easily separated with 
the handle of the scalpel. One inch from the corner of the uterus, in the left 
Fallopian tube, was a tumour as large as a pigeon’s egg, and in its posterior 
inferior part the small rent through which her life and blood had ebbed away. 
On incising the parietes of the tube carefully, coagulated blood was found sur- 



27G 


American Intelligence. 


[July 


rounding a transparent serous membrane, eight to ten lines in length, filled 
with limpid serum, in which floated a foetus five lines long, attached by an um¬ 
bilical cord, with rudiments of arms and legs beginning to appear and a slight 
caudal projection of the coccyx. The ovaries were of full size, presenting 
several depressions: the right ovary contained one corpus senteuin, the left 
two; tile three presenting all the characteristic appearances; in one of them 
oUi°i '?, S , a su, nU deep-seated cavity, evidently caused by an ovisac not corn¬ 
el ii’ tilled up, showing the appearance of a corpus Iiitcuni having not com¬ 
pletely undergone all its changes. At the lower posterior part of the left ovary 
corresponding to the side in which the foetus was found, on extending the in¬ 
cision, a beautiful display of a very recent corpus lutcum in process of forma¬ 
tion presented itself to view. A cavity of six or. seven lines, with a yellow 
membrane to which, at its upper extremity, a clot of blood three or four lines 
in length, filling the ovisac about one-fifth, was adherent, organized, but still 
preserving its character of blood. The rest of the body was in a healthy con¬ 
dition. All the above circumstances can be as well seen as it is possible to be 

scorn r 10 xr" !' an , 1 n 0 , 1V1 e r \ ha<1 tl,c satisfaction of presenting to the Mu¬ 
seum of the Medical College of the State of South Carolina. 

Diphtheritic Inflammation of the Pharynx as it prevailed epidemically, during 
the years li,4i, 4S anil 4J, in Morgan, Monroe, and Guernsey counties, Ohio. By 

(Ohio Medical ami Surgical Journal, 
V I ’ 1 i , - 0In ‘- C ’i the auth .°? of thc P a P er states - ">ade its appearance 
on the first of May, 1S4<, with great violence, in the vicinity of Sarahsville, .Mor¬ 
gan county, Ohio, and continued to spread slowly and irregularly, until it em- 
firaced a large scope of country, sometimes confining itself to a few families in the 
Sp bourhooii1, for an indefinite time, and partially subsiding, then manifesting 
itself in some distant distnet, and proceeding in the same way, until it tra- 
™ ° VC i a ? rS ° t T‘ t0r - V; T 1 Vofreqoently revisiting the same families and 
nci 0 fibourhoods as often as a third or fourth time, and not unfrenuently after 
an apparent subsidence of the epidemic for some weeks, simultaneously breaking 
couldTe 1 asc y er t ta C ined m ° tlm °-P erha P s the same P ori “ J of «hy, as nearly as 

This epidemic has been raging for nearly three years, and occasionally with 
G r £ at V°i, nce ’ w Ille at otlier tllaes il llas assumed a milder character 

I lie following description is given of thc symptoms of the epidemic •— 
li C0 1 ns . tltut 1 ,on a symptoms were generally vague and deceptive at the on¬ 
set, there being but little to attract the attention of thc careless observer_ 

generally nothing more than apparent lassitude, with a dulness of expression 
and slight tendency to somnolency, and generally moderate febrile excitement 
a u derangement of the secretions: the patient complaining little or none 
the above symptoms were all so slight as not to excite attention, except in 

the'‘ITT Ti au ' lcl P atc tllc , They wore coexistent with 

the local development of the disease, and as they increased, the general symp¬ 
toms became more grave, the febrile symptoms more or less augmented the 
pulse, m a large majority of cases, feeble, and rather small, with marked pros- 
tration of the vual forces; and in the severe grades of the disease, if per- 

frr-mn 0 pr ,?? r ? ? ?’.l- he , bo ' vel8 '. 1Tlu p> 1 wore previously costive, soon became 
irritable and letid diarrhoea set in with severe typhoid symptoms, a distressing 
sense of sinking, and cadaverous expression of the features, as things pr<? 
gressed to a fatal termination ; the foregoing symptoms having been somewhat 
modified according to the peculiar terminations or changes to which the disease 
was especially obnoxious. 

“ ' Pl l e fir ® t l “ C!l j appearance in this disease consisted in a slightly swollen 
condition of the fauces, the tonsils presenting a pale red, and somewhat mot¬ 
tled appearance, sometimes of a deeper tint, and confined more particularly to 
one side than the other. \ery soon there could be seen concretions forming 
upon the inflamed surfaces, first in small circumscribed patches of an irregular 
shape, not very dissimilar to patches of curdled milk, of varying shades of 
colour, sometimes whitish-yellow, or ash colour, and at other times of a dirty 
bluish tint. As the inflammation went on, these inspissated concretions 
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spread and coalesced, presenting the appearance of false membranes, some¬ 
times covering the entire pharynx and velum palati. These false membranes 
presented different degrees of consistence, from a soft pultaceous thin film to 
a tough, thick, and somewhat clastic material. There was also much variation 
in thickness, from that of letter paper to three or more lines; and after an in¬ 
definite time—from a few days to a week or more—these formations frequently 
commenced falling off’; and if convalescence was about to take place, a new 
layer was formed in its stead, of less thickness, and the same process continued 
until the inflammatory action abated. 

“ The tonsil and velum palati were sometimes so swollen as to affect the 
respiration and deglutition; the vitiated secretions of the mouth and pharynx 
were accompanied with an exceedingly fetid odour; and blood could be seen 
oozing from the inflamed surfaces, which, together with the depraved secretions, 
frequently became very annoying to the sufferers. 

“Simultaneously with the progress of the disease in the pharynx, tho cervi¬ 
cal and salivary glands became enlarged and tender to the touch; this, however, 
was not always a concomitant. There was a bloated appearance of tin; face, 
especially over the orbicularis palpebrarum; and the pain and difficulty 
of deglutition by no means corresponded with the extent of the lesion present, 
they being slight, and causing but comparatively little complaining, and there¬ 
fore calculated to mislead the judgment, without accurate examination of the 
phenomena. The muscles about the neck and inferior maxilla were usually 
stiffened in proportion to the intensity of the diseased action. 

“ A prominent characteristic of the inflammation was its tendency to diffuse 
itself along the mucous membranes, and this constituted one of the prin¬ 
cipal sources of danger. It not unfrequently extended up the nasal pas¬ 
sages, so that they became lined with false membranes; it rarely extended 
into the mouth, but occasionally into the oesophagus. The most dangerous ex¬ 
tension was into the larynx, trachea, and bronchi, when the disease put on all 
the symptoms of pseudo-membranous croup, and threatened a speedy dissolu¬ 
tion. Another serious feature in this epidemic was the tendency to gangrene 
of the pharynx, exhibiting all the symptoms of that fatal malady. 

** Another characteristic of this disease was the deposit of the same kind of 
product upon the cutaneous surfaces, wherever the epidermis was raised by a 
blister, or the skin was otherwise inflamed. A scarlet eruption on the skin 
was observable in about one case out of fifty, presenting somewhat the appear¬ 
ance of scarlatina, but it did not occur at the same period of the disease that 
the eruption takes place in scarlet fever.” 

The treatment found most successful was as follows:— 

“ The very best local application was that of nitrate of silver, in a solution 
of twenty grains to the ounce of water, increased in various degrees, as re¬ 
quired by the condition of the parts : this solution was applied by saturating 
a piece of sponge attached to a whalebone or stick, and applying tenderly to 
the parts affected, previously depressing the tongue with an instrument, re¬ 
peated from twice to some half dozen times daily, according to the effect pro¬ 
duced, and the urgency of the case. It was found advantageous to separate 
the false membranes, as far as convenient, without irritating, so that the medi¬ 
cines might be brought into immediate contact with the diseased surface. In 
some cases, powdered alum proved to be a useful auxiliary when blown upon 
the parts, but was not very frequently employed. The sol. of sulphate of cop¬ 
per and dilute muriatic acid were used to good advantage, but were inferior in 
value to the nitrate of silver. As an antiseptic, a weak solution of chloride of 
lime was used as a garglo extensively, and proved very useful: occasionally a 
little was permitted to pass into the stomach. When the parts began to assume 
a dark and livid appearance, the eschnrotics were increased in strength; and 
in extreme cases, where the diseased action approximated gangrene, nitrate of 
silver was applied in substance to the parts, great care bein" used so as to ap¬ 
ply it only to the parts in which there was diminished action, when flannel 
was kept on the thorax externally, and mild counter-irritations, short of blis¬ 
tering, such as sinapisms, frequently repeated, or ammoniated liniments. 

“ The good effect of the solution of nitrate of silver, when applied to the 
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f ' eem ,. t0 syegest the propriety of its application to the trachea 
" tfhon lit P ra ? t,cab i. e . w >'«re the disease first invades these parts' 
lution o ST investing the nasal cavities become implicate^ a weak eo- 
r , ™il ™i lt f H : V n:;: aS • m ]l l0yed ’ by ^roinelng the murrio Of the sy- 

cleanring purpo"^ ete 5 “ the Sam ° manner > " cak ant!se P tic ™»hes for 

tbU! ma r l*® remark °d ‘hat when this disease nssumed the gangrenous form 

little success™hMnilv“t that formida J >l ° malady were employed, but with 
j ’ happily theso unfavourable terminations were rare cxcent in 

mi d IT 5 ’ ° r SUCh * 3 'i 1 ' 1 been in j“d‘ciously treated at first. The above 
tion wbl * management, when judiciously and early employed, in coninnc- 

cessfub on P Ccont™^ D t S l t,tUtl ° nal treat T nt ’ proved almost universally suc- 
cessiui, on tho contrary, those cases which were treated on different nrincinles 

temfss r r ™ h ’ eiti Tu by th0 extension of ZinSZ^tZt?o 
bid el P";. S or gangrenes. There were a few patients in whom the diseaso 

those ofincStn^ 1 * V'’ ttf V- r ‘ts suhsidenee, with symptoms similar to 
' “ sc r • ‘"P'Pmnt phthisis pulmonalis, which were successfully treated with the 

th;‘2 e „i C ° : “ Stit . Uti0nal t r catmon ‘ consisted of a mild antiphlogistic course at 
the onset in a large majority of cases. The alimentary canal was cleared by 
. moderate cathartic, of calomel and rhubarb, or some dtlier appropriate evacS 
w f ‘J® Presence ot worms was ascertained, or other sources of irritation 
were found to bei coexisting, they were removed as far as practicable In l e 
progress of the disease, mild evacuants, attention to the secretions and ree-ii 
iation of the dmt, constituted the main interval treatmenr^SMon^S." 

t resorted to, except m plethoric subjects, where the inflammatory action nar 
took more particularly of the tl.enic character, or depict^ was rendered^ 
n" accidentnl complications. The diseaso fn this epidemic usually 
persiued from one to three or four weeks, and in debilitated Constitutions it 
became necessary to husband the strength with great care. In scrofulous or 
theruisc cacnoctie subjects, with a strong tendency to gangrene the body was 
Sfhe^wT,l n a t , Wat ° r > once or tw!cc daiFy, frictions to the^skTn, a?rT 
forem * a h ° “ eanS reqm8lto t0 su PP° rt the general health, were put in 

tunatc t“n1“death .d"IT* in ‘° tb ° Iar -™ x almost always proved an unfor- 

two years. These facts, connected with the shortness of the time fnrihf* ° f 

so“on^^ d fiu4° nSOqUenC ® ° f fe ° ble health, to resign the chair L has 
. medical man in this country has ever attainpil n • • 

briiliant.* 15 Sere “° a “ d S ° mal “ S " S Career has hitllcrt0 been glorious 7 and 



1850.] 


Domestic Summary. 


279 


The trustees have received his resignation with regret, and have paid him the 
well merited compliment of electing him Emeritus Professor, as will be seen by 
the following letter:— 

University of Pennsylvania, April 2,1850. 

At a stated meeting of the Board of Trustees of the University of Penn¬ 
sylvania, held this day, a communication was received from I)r. Nathaniel 
Chapman, resigning his situation as Professor of the Theory and Practice of 
Medicine in the University, when the following preamble and resolution were, 
on motion, unanimously adopted:— 

The Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania have received, with much 
sensibility, the communication of Dr. Chapman’s resignation. They learn from 
it, with sincere regret, that the state of his health will not permit him to con¬ 
tinue the exercise of his duties as Professor of the Theory and Practice of 
Medicine, which they feel he has discharged long and well. In accepting the 
resignation of Dr. Chapman, the trustees desire to record an expression of 
their sense of the benefit which the University has derived from his eminent 
abilities, distinguished services, and long-established reputation, and to pre¬ 
serve such connection with him as his health will allow, by electing him Eme¬ 
ritus Professor of the same department which he has heretofore filled with 
activity and vigour. 

liesolvcd, That Dr. Nathaniel Chapman ho. and he is hereby elected Emeritus 
Professor of the Tlieorv and Practice of Medicine in the University of Penn¬ 
sylvania. from the minutes, GEO. EMLEN, Jr. 

Secretary of the Hoard of Trustees. 

Professor Chapman’s colleagues have testified their feelings at the separation 
in the following letter:— 

University of Pennsylvania, April 8,1850. 

Dr. Nathaniel Chapman — My dear Sir: —The Medical Faculty have 
received, with deep emotions, the official information of your resignation of 
the Chair of the Theory and Practice of Medicine in this institution. The 
event was not unexpected. The obvious failure of your health and strength 
through the past winter had strongly impressed the faculty with the painful 
conviction that the long period during which medical teaching had been illus¬ 
trated and this school had attained its most brilliant reputation by your genius, 
eloquence, and varied erudition, was approaching its close. 

let, when the moment of final separation came, though prepared for its 
announcement, it could not but awaken feelings of regret. All of our associa¬ 
tions connected with j*ou are recollections of the most grateful and pleasing 
character. To you we owe many personal obligations; our intercourse as 
individuals and as a faculty has been marked by harmony and softened by the 
uniform cheerfulness of your temper and courtesy of manners; and in all 
points of difficulty, wo ever found guidance and resource in the clearness of 
your perceptions and the soundness of your judgment. 

It is in the order of Providence that man’s days are few and numbered—still 
fewer arc the days of his power, his usefulness, and his greatness. You have 
the consoling reflection, that to you has been granted a larger portion of these 
blessings than fall to the lot of most men. The annals of our science record 
few instances of professional life as brilliant as your own; exempted for so 
long a period from suffering, disease, and infirmity. The veteran and the 
victor through half a century of conflicts in the fields of science, now that fail¬ 
ing strength forces you to obey the signal of retreat, you can contemplate with 
just pride, the triumphs you have gained, and repose on the laurels you have 
won. 

Believed from the anxieties and duties incident to a responsible and onerous 
position, strength may again brace your limbs, and health recruit your frame. 
Graceful and beautiful is the decline of the eminent and the good, honoured 
with an illustrious name and past recollections, revered by friends, and blessed 
with the choicest enjoyments of life—the love, the solace, and affection of a 
devoted family. 

That you may be long spared, in the possession of these blessings to your 
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oftKK; of KylvaW rriendS " nd C ° lleaSUeS ’ Medieal Facult y 

From the proceedings of the Faculty, by order. TV. E. IIorner, Dean. 

Chl^r InZ'w' Jf 0 ’ Y ho l bas filIed for some years with signal ability the 
wS n o a 5 . 1 . ed "’-’ , nas been transferred to the Chair of Practice a position 
which his admirable work on the Practice of Medicine, a« well as his lm-hk- 

h?m lV i at i d m 'n d ’ 1 ‘ ,, ,' on S ex P er >encc and eminent abilities as a lecturer prove 
school b ° qual,fied t0 611 with honour ‘o himself and advantage to the 

nwv J T)r r c,frs R n 0 1 ha e bCC " C ' CCted P f ofessor of Materia Medica and Plmr- 

Phnadel dda CoUo J of m S ° me y0ar ?, ^ ecn ? rofe880r ° f branch in the 
1 miaaelplna College of I harmacy, and is eminently qualified to fill the chair 

by extensive knowledge of his subjected long experience “a lecturer. 

Malm,l Graduates in the University of Pennsylvania.— At a Public Com- 
Z D “ h f eId A P rll f G '']. 1860, in the Musical Fund Hall, Loctt Stre“, 
the Degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred by the Rev. John Lcplow 

^livcrcd bnW^H-on S ' vWch a “ Addreas "» 


NAME. 

Adams, James C. 
Alder, L. L. 
Allison, David R. 
Ashby, John W. 


N. M. Town, 
Muncy, 
Saltzburg, 
Farro»vsville, 


Atlce, Walter Franklin Lancaster, 


Barnes, William A. 
Barr, William H. 
Bassett, Albert 
Battle, Joel D. 
Beazley, John S. 
Beers, Solomon 
Benton, Charles C. 
Berkeley, Thomas A. 
Bivins, J. A. 


Centreville, 

Middletown, 

Salem, 

Chapel Hill, 

Jackson, 

Easton, 

Ox Bow, 
Stanton, 
Murfreesboro’, 


Boulware, Muscoc 
Boyd, Charles 
Boykin, Bias 
Brasscll, Philip H. 
Briggs, Junius A. 
Brugh Ezra 
Burke, Richard H. L. 


Port Royal, 
Frederick City, 
Clinton, 
Fayetteville, 
Norfolk City, 
Up. Black Ed. 
Burkcville, 


Butler, S. W. Tahlequah, 


Byers, Washington Mt. Mourne, 

Cantwell, Terence J. Youngstown, 
Carson, William Chilicothc, 


Cavanaugh, James Easton, 

Chappell, John R. Petersburg, 


Clement, J. B. Jr. Philadelphia, 

Coates, Charles E. Coatesville, 

Coblentz, Joseph (M.D.) Middletown. 
Confer, J. Mackendie Hollidaysburg, 
Cook, John S. Easton, 

Crabb, James T. Philadelphia, 


RESIDENCE. 

Bourbon, Ky., 

Lycoming, p a ., 

r Pa » 

rauquier, Va., 

Lancaster, Pa., 

Montgomery, Ohio, 

New Castle, Del., 

Salem, N. J., 

Orange, N. C., 

Hinds, Miss., 

Northampton, Pa., 

Jefferson, N. Y., 

Augusta, Va., 

Rutherford, Tenn., 


Caroline, Va. 

Frederick, Aid.* 
Sampson, N. C.. 

Fayette, Ga., 

Norfolk, Va., 

Bucks, p a ., 

Prince Edward, Va., 

Tahlequah, Cher. Nat., 


Iredell, 

N. C.. 

Westmoreland, 

Pa., 

Ross, 

Ohio, 

Northampton, 

Pa., 

Dinwiddie, 

Va., 


Pa., 

Chester, 

Pa., 

Frederick, 

Md., 

Blair, 

Pa., 

Northampton, 

Pa., 


Pa., 


ESSAY. 

Phthisis Pulmonalis. 
Cynanchc Trachealis. 

Therapeutics of Iron 
and its consequen¬ 
ces. 

Simple External Ul¬ 
cers. 

Typhoid Fever. 
Vaccina. 

Erysipelas. 

Diagnosis. 

Prognosis. 

Cholera Morbus. 
Typhus Fever. 
Gunshot Wounds. 
Auscultation in the 
Diagnosis ofPulmo- 
nary Diseases. 
Pneumonitis. 
Peritoneal Section. 
Dysentery. 

Abortion. 

Concussion of Brain. 
Phrenology. 
Concussion of the 
Brain. 

Uses of Hydrangea 
Arborescens. 
Remittent Fever. 
Amenorrhma. 

Natural History of 
Disease. 

Delirium Tremens. 
Cholera as it prevail¬ 
ed in Petersburg, 
Va., 1S49. 

Therapeutics of Io¬ 
dine. 

Inflammatory Dysen¬ 
tery. 

Nutrition. 

Gunshot Wounds. 
Diabetes. 

Epidemic Cholera. 



